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When Mark Rothko finished a painting, he envisioned his work as a catalyst for meditation, a moment for reflection — to sit and be present. Don'’t be
mistaken, this is not a relaxing moment. With meditation comes pain, joy, and everything in between: fleeting moments of clarity, confusion, and blown
out visions of romance and chaos. This is the music of Barra Brown’s The Wishermen.

First, let’s look at the basics: Barra lives in Portland, Oregon; a city that's changing, condos popping up like a virus, a bedding for a vibrant music
community and a collision of old and new industry, tearing and rebuilding. In a quiet neighborhood basement, Brown’s ensemble, The Wishermen wrote
their new album £Poch this year. The trio is composed of Brown, the frontman/drummer, Grant Sayler on electric guitar and Chris Friesen on bass.

Looking deeper, you'll quickly find out that it's an insult to simply call The Wishermen’s compositions strictly “Jazz.” It's an easy and lazy label. It's more
than that — it's an experiment in texture, tone and meditation. £Poch carries a lot with it. Moving much like a journal, each song represents another
temporary moment in time, including all the shit and beauty within. As the city changes, the music follows as a dance partner, documenting every step.

As Brown’s compositions pay homage to the likes of classic composers like Monk, Roach, Blakey and Shorter, they also venture on as an ode to modern
ensembles and badasses like Brian Blade, Kneebody and Mark Guiliana. Each instrumental flows in a juxtaposed flurry and serenity, inviting and
visceral. EPoch is enigmatic, gathering more detail with every listen — a picture coming into focus.

At 24, Barra is an old soul, with a wealth of experience and stories. Barra is an artist first. When not leading this group, Barra gigs often around town,
and sometimes finds himself playing a show in middle of nowhere Alaska, to the confines of a dirty bar in the midwest, then bouncing to a sold out
show at a former opera house. Barra’s music lives and breathes and converses even in the most distant corners of society.

So when sitting and listening to The Wishermen’s piece of art, simply sit, listen, meditate and take in all of the complex emotional
landscapes that are painted within.
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